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<«i>l3r>«fp«rea1;^^  w«  in  nutttwr.  m^mii  i»  ramkto  AM;)  (6  hav^hiMiiM^  «T  iMKr  j^iUon  in  th« 
j^Mv«m»  the  li«iT*iii  »imI  Hgrtenli«na  hbolrit  nf  Um  yMr,  i|t'«kMlM(<^(M|i|tH«i  divMing  tbf  7«Ar  hibi . 
ji(woM|iiaI(liVH|iJM8,  aoaMHJmM  inu*  Rwr,  ui<><;'WaMiiMy  iiilb'^l^^   ^r*' 

Tbegwitwtniiat  fwtiviM  among  ii>nie«ttVHK«iiltWM  yhWilu  K<>T»»tw>r  tor  tbfM  days,  onr 

Vll  Hrilo#flve,  All  8aint*«nd  All  wmiU  beiivil^^itwHi^  iiwMDoriUiOt  ii  wi  ooc  otj^iiwHlar.    Tb*  A«(|Mieii 

(v%4B  are  vinible  «ll  night  lone  i.  •,  thoy  riMut  h«mM^  ouhnin»i«  <w  c>r«M  tlia  Maridlm  (wiled 

■'  &)i<tiliag,"  US  tbey  KrcMthen  mm  8iyH(b, )  «t  m1|n{|[itW4^  Mt  «t  Mioriao.  In  in>dm  p\aem  \H'm  t'otttivai 

takftt  plM)«>  a  lit^a  «arl>«r,  wban  iImm  Rtart  arelrat'av^b  tb«  avAairig  I.  «.  Octniwr.  Tiny  continue 

'*iaibl«  MTtbat  time,  fiaiinff  b(>«r«v«r  ttartiitr  aad.(i|i|ii«r  «iM  la  F^bman  t{i«y  oatiuifitiM  at  aaiiKel. 

•ntf  net  at  Ditdnlgbt;  aM«b<>tit  tb«  Ani  May  t<h«^  ii«#wmti«t  md  tMrnfttre  baeoma  in?iai|fil|».  For 

'm(liky»1ih^r''imMatm"   tak«H  plam,  t}wy  tB»i||PHi|n»ar  dUm):,$b«- Mitt«ni  bortaon  it  mtiy 

.lawn.    II«nco  A»  PolvDjiaia  4b«-year  ia  rfirida*  *#  g«t»araMy  Intlftwo  tetufoah,  "the  Plaiarfti- 

ubove  "  and  "1^  PI«iaAii1>^w ;"  tba  tirat  Ufemm^  toKoviwAJimf,  whan  tbj»teat«ra»r«  inlrWUe 

ill  ib«  twiligbi;  and  the  t>eeoad  is  from  Kovenbrto  IbMr  when  lliieMi  atarh  a»niitiw  vieibia  M  tbai 

time.     Among  Mtnc  races  the«e  two  diviaiona^  trwi»r>«|  HI  Fc^mmu?'  and  Augiaat,  wben  thoae 

!^rii  calminate  at  •uimAt  and  Hunriav  raapeotl'alj.    'nwra  are  two  otfaar  time* doHoi;  Mii«ih  eone, 

iHb«!>  bold  ibath-aia,  via  ;  wben  tbette  aumt  (tepear :  tavA  aioo  io  July.  wb**a  tbe  atara  in  <|ie  B«lt  or  ' 

Olon  arid  periiapa  HirinM,  almnat  in  thflaaneKne.  aru  tUI  vitiil>laabov<<tb«h(n^iwi«at<Arly:«aornintf, 

l{en«4i  tbe««  dat«M  nru,  txt.  in  tb<   affldle  aT  Kovefitber,  (Or  in  0<<trtber  ooetaioniMiU^) ,  2nd. 

HtvtuHl«  tbe  end  of  Fobrnary ;  '^A.  hivui  May  l«|or  eariy  in  Juno.    4th.  fbont  tbe  end  et  August 

•Hf  l>«gifi|iiag  of  StiMtember  (ocoiwioBay'  alao  in  J»  ly.) 

Qa.  1.— Dothetribea  with  wb»n  ynuare  ar.(naintedknow  andobaervA^PItlMdai^or  do  tlii^y 
N|nlate  any  fbetival  by  thoae  «tai»/ 

2.-~0d  ai^  ti  tbeir  ^44v»lwUce  pbwe  at  tbe  timei  naniwi  bjf  im,  and^hat  to*  tiieae  f«i«ttvab!« 
<ii«i»'4bwlr'i4la»(p%  «mal#  ailNaii^^ 

a-~W^  it  the  M«u|of  tbe  fleiadea  in  tbe  Indian  dialect  and  wbirt|toea  it  mmat  t 
4— VIM  ia  tbe  naneot'  tbe  flitival,  (if  aoy),  regnlatett  by  tbew,  iM  name  in  Indian,  anf  IIk 
Manning  or  or||^tn  t 

S.— Ali^lJlie  name  of  tiirim,  fim  tbree  Rtara  in  tbe  belt  of  Orion,  tbe  five  »t«n  in  tbe  bmid  ol 
f  ««rni!i,  (tbe  Syadee)  ? 

FESTIVAM. 

B.  — A  F«aat  nf  tfa»  Dead  in  eoromemoratton  of  anraatnrtt  a»<i  deccaned  relativei>|  A'eW 
)pa«rally  t«|«»  placia  ^  Um  time  of  new  y«arM  festival.  Tt  laata  tbree  days  and  is  g*ner«ili^  b«^ 
AC  higbt,  bli^nning  u(  mMr.'.  It  i«  sonetioMs*  alw>  a  »m  of  thanir^iving  or  bnr^'eat  borne  ;  and  lh« 
i4««  lire  i»  tben  kindled.  Among  some  American  raities  tbure  is  saoh  a  fwiiral  bold  avwy  8  or  9 
>«ar%  Mid  i<e^abMwd  by  tbe  Pleimett.  Tht>  <teait  are  removed  tben  to  tbe  tribal  b■ri«^  plM%  and 
<)b«i»»  abwadybttrbul  tber«  are  taken  up  and  wrapped  in  freeb  faiH.  'v 

tJNae  fe^cta  arci  aAaeiapanted  by  bon  di-oa,  games  and  sbaia  fifhbt. 

^— Hwre  /OK  Ibmd  My  traeeo  of  this  annatd  fimrt  oftJM  dewl ;  if  so  wbat  la  Nb  tNUnc  !»id 
^bat  6sm  it  rignify;  triieu  dooa  Uie  faaat  be^in,  bow  biiig  d-iea  it  la«t,  bow  ia  it  obiftrvtd  «M  Wr 
IV  iu  tM»  of  obaarvaiM.-#  ragaiated  r 

L^Doea  tbe  fbtilvarof  tba  dead  alao  take  place  wiong  tbase  ladiaas  at  loiiMr  iatetvala  tiwb 
>  vnVf  It  no,  is  H  regaleilai  by  tb«  Pleiades  and  bow.  tiir«  alao  it*  loaim  puuM  «bd% 
)«>Mibt»  it«  meaning.    Ia  their  iwtiyal  etrtotly  tribal,  and  conintd  to  Wndr«d  raoaa  7 
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RELIGIOUS  IDEA8  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  FOftM  AND  POSITION  OF  THE  PLEIADES. 

When  the  Pleiades  are  on  the  meridian  i.  e,  directly  south  from  us,  a  line  drawn  fVom  the 
ship  Argo  (or  the  ark)  on  the  southern  horir-on  to  a  point  overhead  (or  "  the  zenith,")  passes  through, 
or  nter,  almost  all  the  stars  most  noted  by  the  anoionte  and  by  savages — near  Sirins  or  the  Dog  Star, 
(the  brightest  in  the  henvens,)  thence  through  the  three  starn  in  the  Belt  of  Orion,  which  seem  to 
point  upward  to  the  Pleiades,  thence  through  the  live  stars  in  the  head  of  the  bull,  (the  Hyades, 
one  of  which  is  the  brilliant  Aldebaran,  the  eye  of  the  bull)  and  thence  through  "  the  uven  stars," 
the  Pleiades,  to  the  Zenith. 

The  stars  in  the  head  of  the  bull  (HyadoN,)  form  an  angle  or  a  triangle,  and  when 
they  are  three  hours  above  the  horizon,  scorn  five  in  number.  When  the}'  are  on  the  Meridian  we 
can  distinguish  a  larger  number  of  stars  composin;!  it. 

The  mystic  numbers  3,  5  and  7,  wiiich  are  »o  prominent  in  all  ancient  religious  (that  of  the 
Hebre**  includes)  ami  among  modern  savages,  are  probably  derived  from  these  stars. 

We  still  believe  that  "  there  is  luck  in  odd  numbers." 

10. — Have  j'ou  found  those  numberx  to  bo  venerated,  tuid  are  they  assooiuted  with  these  stars? 

11.— Is  the  triangle  a  sacred  symbol,  and  is  i;  coni.eclud  with  tlio  triangle  formed  by  the 
stars  in  the  liead  of  Tamus,  and  what  are  its  name  and  mo:iniiig?  Are  all  the  stars  T  have  namcil 
observed  by  the  Indians,  and  what  are  they  called. 

The  form  of  the  Pleiiules  seems  to  have  (in  a  \6ry  rude  and  im))erfect  way)  sngj^ested  many 
synibols,  in  primitive  ages,  the  idea  of  a  man  with  arms  extended,  a  cross,  a  binl  with  wings 
extended,  a  tree  or  bough  ;  aiul  as  tliey  are  setting  \\\«\'  lesenible  a  tree  lying  prostrate,  and  alwo 
suggest  tlio  shape  of  tlie  "  tire  stick,"  with  which  liicwa,-.  kindled. 

1".  —  Do  yo\ir  Inilians  .'ittaeh  aiiv  such  ideas  to  tlioso  stars  ?  '        • 

1{KL1(;I0U8  IDKASXONNKCTKD  WITH  Tin;  l'LKI.Al)E.S. 

Some  tribes  believe  that  tiioir  gi-e.i,  Father  ("  their  grandfather,"  who  is  their  Creator), 
resides  in  the  Pleiades,  and  tliiii  bis  form  vtwha  seen  in  the  sliajje  of  these  and  of  some  adjoining 
stars.     Amoiii;  some  ("aliforiii.iii  tribes  it  is  sai'Hege  to  even  look  at  rbo  Pleiades. 

14._lliive  you  aiij-  truce  of  this  beliol  ainiig  your  Indians. 

When  those  stars  disappejir,  matiy  trilies  bc'evo  that  their  "grand  tiitber"  is  sick,  and  hiis 
died,  and  they  lament  his  departure ;  luid  wlien  tbes.stai-s  re  appear,  they  lojoice  that  he  lias  ri.son 
again  to  light  and  life.  ,^  .  . 

15.— Have  you  fourul  any  traces  of  this  !■  \  - 

Sonle  trills  believe  that  their  tJriiiid  father  in  the^'leiadcs  made  men  out  of  the  trunk  o'  a 
tree  which  he  found  /?i  the  ^^^«^  At  tirst  they  had  th'ir  limbs  misjilaced,  one  member  being 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  forehead.  This  Great  Mediciiiv  man  remedied  their  defects,  and  phued 
them  in  the  tree  again,  and  they  ciime  I'orth  well  formed  mei>aiid  women. 

16 — Im  there  uii\  trace  <pf  this  "  tree  of  Life,"  or  of  this-ioiy  of  im  imjierfeet  creation  ? 

The  Great  futheV  then  laiiijht  the  men  and  tlic  women  tb  rude  arts  of  sa.age  life  adapten  to 
ftieir  texes,  anii  gave  them  all  (Imt  tln-y  now  knew  .n-   po,,,.,:,,    f„\  irMimrd   to  fJie  f'/cimios  wliei'e'" 
he  may  still  be  seen  in  ihe  sky. 

1». — Till-  this  tii.litioii  been  tcniiil  by  you  '  ,' 

I'AE.MtlSK  IN  THE  P1,KI.M)KS 

The  liulians  of  N.  .\.  ironerally  believe  that  the  Pleiades  are  "  the  ntcen  ihinro-^t,'  seveii  y.nilh» 
cauglit  up  to  the  stars,  vliile  holding  a  siu'ied  dance,  which  they  now  keep  U|)  ti)rever   in   the  sliie.s. 

Amoiii;  some  tribe-,  such  as  the  Hliickieet,  each  of  these  ■seven  dancers'  is  called  In- the 
Mame  of  a  bird,  the  crow,  the  ]iarti  idge.  Ac 

18. Are  there  tra.es  ot   thi',  an<l  wiiai   are  the   names  i;iven   to  the   danceis,   and    is   this 

celc->tiul  dance  imitated  ii.  tlie  sacred  dance- of  the  Indians,  and  i/'A*H,  and  in  what  manner "'  I:  so 
pU\tse  be  very  minute  as  to  niimher  of  ilnieers,  and  all  the  smallest  iletails  ot  time  and  place  of 
observance  of  any  such  diii,.;e. 

The  Greeks  called  the  Ploiales  "  ilic  datieers ;  "  hence  Milton  says  •■  and  tlie  Pleiades  Ijef.re 
him  danced,  shediiingsweei  iiirtueiices." 

The  Austr:;lians  believe  thai  the  three  stars  In  the  Helt  of  Orion  are  three  medicine  nicii 
liolding  a  eorrcdiorree  or  sacred  dance,  and  that  the  Pleiades  are  seven  wouieri  in  the  skiei  beating 
time  for  the  dancers  by  elajjjiing  tlieir  hands. 

l!t.--\re  there  any  sueh  idea*  ennnected  with  the  three  stars  in  question  among  your 
Indians  ?  .  -  ; 

ISLANDS  OF  THK  BLIXSED. 

Among  some  races  the  ujiner  sky  is  supposed  to  he  an  ocean,  in  which  the  stars  are  floating. 
The  Pleiades  are  by  some  regarded  as  an  i.sland  to  which  the  spirits  of  the  dead  go;  and  thin 
Paradise  is  where  ilie  Pleiades  set,  in  the  N'orlli  West  J^nmetinies  ibjs  isliind  is  seven  islands,  aiel 
^ometimes  ten.   (7  A;  H; 

'iU  -  Have  v.iii  toiunl  anc  trine  ol  tliis   and  il  s.,.  is  their  |iiiradisi.  in  ih.-  Xnytli   U'. -7. 

'      .    ^  CI.IMHlNti    ri'    ft)    IIKAVKN,  ; 

.\mong  some  races  ibere  is  a  traihtion  of  ;mi  ancestor  climbim;  »\>  hy  a  tree  i.i  the  l.und 
of  the  Pleiades,"  and  lieirig  instructed  in  the  arts  ot  savage  lil'e.  whieli  be  tauglil  mankind 
on  his  return;   sonictiiuts  it  is  tVom  a  hiifh  mountain  tli:it  their  atieeslor  leaehed  Paradise. 

IM.-  Have  you  foMnd  ;iiiv  tnni-  ot  this '' 

I'HK  CIVKROF   liAlN   A.V!)  '  »F  Til  I'NDKR.   A.N'I)  IIUS  I'OMPANIONS. 
.\mong  some  races  it  is  believed  that  their  grandfather  in  the  Pleiade  is  the  giver  of  rain  and 
causes  thunder,  and  makes  the  earth  fruitful. 

There  are  also  three  damsels,  the  spirits  of  the  squash,    the  bean,   and  the  maize,   who   are 

ctdled  ■  iinr  life   '    "  our  supporters  '     They  jrave  lliese  irit'ts  to  men  ;   and  are  clad  in  the  leaves  inid 
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AovfevH  oi  there  plaiiU.  Tliey  uloseiy  **^nhlT Jhn  Tbree  G^raueit — uid  ara  aupuoMid  to  reaide  in  the 
Pleiades.    "  The  Thunderer'''  haa  also  three  mate' »  ami«tants  "  who  are  his  ministors. 

22.  Have  you  found  any  traces  of  those  ideaa  f 

The  Great  Father  in  the  Pleiades  is  supposed  to  aneume  the  form  of  a  huge  bird,  an  eagi*,  or 
condor,  or  white  owl,  which  is  called  "  the  thunder  bird." 

23.  Have  you  n    '^  with  this  idea? 

THE  CROSS,  THE  TRIANGLE,  AND  THE  SEVEN  STARS. 

Among  almost  all  Havnges  the  cross  (either  the  greek  cross  -f ,  or  the  tan  cross,  ^)  is  a 
sacrid  e-vmbol,  iind  is  apparently  connected  with  the  Pleiades,  and  with  rain,  also  w.Hh  healing,  as 
a  talismhii.  Many  tribes  mark  objects  with  a  red  cross,  their  clothes,  or  houses,  or  canoes.  Some- 
tini'js  this  symbol  of  healing  in  a  staff,  or  perhaps  the  rattle  of  the  medicine  man. 

24.— Is  there  any  truce  of  this  prehiBtoric  cross,  or  of  this  staff  among  your  tribe*,  and  do 
they  connect  them  with  the  Pleiades,  or  with  rain,  or  the  gift  of  corn  to  man,  or  with  heaUng  ? 

Uav*  thoy  any  Hymbol  like  the  triangla.  and  in  it  ooniieotad  with   the  Deity,  or   i^b-O.^  n  . 
stars  in  the  head  of  Taurns.     Are  seven  stars  a  stymbnl  or  ornament  among  them  ? 

t 

INITIATIONS  AND  MEDICINE  MEN. 

There  Im  reason  to  believe  that  among  «omo  tribes  at  the  initiation  of  young  warriors,  thoy 
believe  tliat  the  PloimlcH  lend  them  strcnjrth,  and  endurance  in  thoir  ordeal,  and  come  to  tell  them 
in  dreams  what  their  totent  shall  be,  and  what  their  new  name  nhall  bo  ? 

25. — Are  there  any  trace  <>f  these  ideas  ?  How  many  stages  of  initiation  are  there  ?  Among 
most  savages  there  arc  three. 

26. —  Are  the  medicine  men  initiated,  imd  how  many  stages  of  such  initiation  are  there? 

Do  the  medicine  nioii  coimoct  their  ordeiils  in  any  way  with  the  great  medicine  man  in  the 
Pleiades,  or  with  the  Nos.  3,  5  or  7? 

If  thii'  is  the  case,  it  may  be  difficult  to  get  them  to  tell  you  anything  on  thi«  point,  unless 
they  are  pressed  closely.  Huvo  any  tribes  known  to  you  any  passes  or  signs  only  known  to  the 
initiated  ?  / 

In  constructing  the  wigwam  of  the  medicine  ma/ among  some  Canadian  Indians  the  bark  of 
seven  ditfurent  trees  is  used.  Among  the  Florida  Itidiars  the  inner  bark  of  seven  ditlorent  trees  is 
used  as  fuel  for  lighting:  the  sacred  Hro— os  in  India  i'.  the  rites  of  i4(/ni  the  words  are  used  "  tire! 
seven  are  thy  fuels,  seven  are  thy  longuos,  seven  are  th/  sagos,  seven  way«  do  seven  worship  thee,  &c." 

Among  some  Canadian  tribw  the  vapour  biitji  is  hciitod  with  seven  iitones.     ' 

27. Have  you  found  among  your  Indians  s.ny  trace."  of  thes^e  ideas  ? 

There  is  a  speiies  of  divination  by  a  druii,  in  beating  which  the  medicine  men  use  words  of 
which  they  do  not  understand  the  moaning 

•28  —Have  vou  met  with  this' 
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K.  E  P^  Xi  I  El  S 

Please  keep  theise  quarries,  and  send  (by  post __ 


*^»«ev*. 


if  possible  in   «>ne  iiionlh   from    receipt,  suuh   replies  as  you   are   able   tu    supply,  iiuiuberiug   each 
according  to  the  number  of  the  Questions  to  which  it  refers. 

■Hy  tli»  lilt  wfiMuKSinhur-,  It  is  possible  further  information  may  be  obtained  by  you,  which 
could  he  forwai-ded  in  the  same  manner.  The  fullest  particulars  will  be  accc|)table,  for  even  though 
apfiarent  trifles  may  seem  unworthy  of  attention,  thoy  l)ccoino  of  importance  when  traced  in  many 
countries  and  among  various  races  Any  information  akin  to  that  asked  for,  though  not  included 
in  these  queries,  wouldl  be  much  valued,  and  will  be  duly  acl<nowk>di;cd,  should  they  bo  used  in  any 
work  liearintr  on  the  customs  and  IrHdilions  nt" mil- Indians. 
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